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The University rfDayton

News Release

FROOO IS (ALMOST) DEAD
ON THE UD CAMPUS
DAYTON, Ohio, Sept. 11, 1990--Fewer than one-quarter of
college students in a "Fantasy and Magic" English course at the
University of Dayton have discovered J.R.R. Tolkien, author of
The Hobbit and The Lord of the Rings trilogy, who was beloved by
the baby boom generation for his gift of imagination.
But even though Tolkien's adventuresome characters, such as
Frodo and Bilbo Baggins, are no longer a common topic of
conversation on campus, "Hobbit Day," sponsored by the American
Tolkien Society and designed to commemorate the birthdays of
Frodo, Bilbo and Tolkien, will be celebrated nationally Sept. 22.
"When I went to school in the '60s, everybody had read
Tolkien.

His were seminal works that were then being discovered

by academia," said James Farrelly, chair of the UD English
department and instructor of the "Fantasy and Magic" course.
"Now maybe 10 of the 45 students in the class have read his work,
and these are students who have chosen this fantasy literature
class."
Farrelly credits the lack of interest in Tolkien to a
general resistance to the non- visual medium of literature.
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"These students have no imagination," he said.

"They cannot

project an image of a dark cave, for example, and reading to them
is not as fulfilling as the visual medium.

They have lost the

richness of creating their own mental pictures.
"But you'd be surprised at how much of Tolkien they know,
the themes and actual metaphors, without ever having read his
works," he continued.

"They have absorbed Tolkien without

realizing it, through (the films) 'Willow,' 'Dragonslayer' and
'The Dark Crystal,' even some of the science fiction-based
cartoons.

Everybody has borrowed from this source, like ancient

mythology."
Tolkien's works are not completely ignored on campus.

James

Kretz, a 21-year-old senior from Riverside, Ill., has read both
The Hobbit and The Lord of the Rings trilogy--twice.

"Tolkien is

very good at staying within the limitations of the world he
created," said Kretz.
short.

"That's where a lot of fantasy books fall

They may be set in medieval times, but the writer will

allow modern concepts and slang to creep into the text.
"Tolkien mastered the idea of his world and made it seem
real," Kretz continued.

"His characters seem genuine.

That's

always the mark of a good fantasy novel, and that's the joy of
reading."
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For media interviews, contact James Farrelly at
(513) 229-3434 or 294-2133 and James Kretz at (513) 228-7130.

